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Introduction: A Biographical Sketch1 

Omar Alí-de-Unzaga

Farhad Daftary is the world’s foremost authority in Ismaili studies. With 
an impressive record of publications, his scholarship has become the main 
reference for those conducting research into the historical trajectory of 
the Ismailis and their imams, as well as into the religious doctrines and 
philosophical traditions developed in the Ismaili Shiʿi interpretation of 
Islam. Farhad Daftary’s singular contribution to scholarship is to have 
organised the history of a whole community, its leaders and its doctrines, 
from materials which were previously scattered and confused, often 
marred with prejudice and surrounded by legends, into a coherent narra-
tive. He has done this by building a comprehensive historical framework 
in which Ismaili history and thought not only can be situated in their 
entirety, but also expressed in a sophisticated yet unpretentious style that 
unravels complex religious ideas in a clear, fluid and coherent narrative 
and with an objectivity that is based on the most precise historiographical 
approaches. Not an Ismaili himself, he has nevertheless had the oppor-
tunity to study, observe and engage with both the complexities of docu-
menting the Ismaili past as well as the communities of the present day. 
A large portion of Farhad Daftary’s scholarship consists of disentangling 
history from myth, of discerning the facts when working with conflicting 
sources (often only polemical), and above all of setting the record straight 
on the history of the Ismailis. 
 He lives in London with his wife Fereshteh (not to be confused with his 
sister Dr Fereshteh Daftari, an art curator and author based in New York), 
with whom he has been happily married for more than thirty years. 

1
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Family background

A truly cosmopolitan figure, Farhad Daftary was born in Belgium, brought 
up in Iran and later studied in Italy, England and the United States. A 
word on his family background is in order. He hails from a very old, aris-
tocratic family in Iran, who have held public office since the eighteenth 
century. On his paternal side, his ancestry can be traced seven generations 
back, when his ancestors were mostly in charge of the public finances of 
the country, under the title (laqab) of Mustawfī al-Mamālik,2 conferred 
by the Qājār monarchs on individual members of the family. The name of 
the family, however, originates in the calling of Mīrzā Hidāyat Allāh Vazīr 
Daftar (d. 1892) and his son Mīrzā Muḥammad Ḥusayn Vazīr Daftar (d. 
1912), Farhad’s great-great-grandfather and great-grandfather respec-
tively, both of whom served successively as what today would be called 
Ministers of Finance with the title Vazīr Daftar in the second half of the 
nineteenth century and the early years of the twentieth. Subsequently, in 
the early Pahlavī era, this title developed into the family name Daftari 
(also Daftary) when family names were adopted for the first time in Iran. 
The first member of the family to have used the surname as we know it 
was Farhad’s grandfather, Maḥmūd Khān Daftarī (d. 1939), who earlier 
had been given the title ʿAyn al-Mamālik by Muẓaffar al-Dīn Shāh Qājār 
(r. 1896–1907). He acted as his father’s deputy in the Ministry of Finance 
before holding high ranks in Iran’s reformed judiciary system in the time 
of Riḍā Shāh Pahlavī (r. 1925–1941). Farhad’s father, Mohammad Daftary 
(1904–1983), was educated in France, graduating from the famous mili-
tary academy of Saint Cyr in 1928, and then pursued a military-diplo-
matic career. It was during one of his postings that Farhad was born, in 
Brussels on Friday 23 December 1938. Amongst the various distinctions 
bestowed on Mohammad Daftary, he was notably made a Commander of 
the Légion d’Honneur by the President of the French Republic in 1950. 
In the Qājār and Pahlavī eras, the family produced several prime minis-
ters under a variety of names derived from other individual titles. To give 
but one example, Muḥammad Ḥusayn Vazīr Daftar’s younger brother 
Muḥammad Khān Muṣaddiq al-Salṭana (1882–1967), the future Dr 
Mohammad Mosaddeq, became Iran’s prime minister during 1951–1953 
and nationalised the country’s oil industry.
 Farhad’s mother, Farideh née Agha Khani (1914–2010), hailed from 
another prominent family that can be traced to mediaeval times. She was 
the great-granddaughter of Sardār Abu’l-Ḥasan Khān (d. 1880), son of 
Shāh Khalīl Allāh (d. 1817) and the younger brother of Ḥasan ʿAlī Shāh (d. 
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1881), the spiritual leader of the Nizārī Shiʿi Muslims who was given the 
title Āghā Khān (Aga Khan) by Fatḥ ʿAlī Shāh Qājār (r. 1797–1834). Sardār 
Abu’l-Ḥasan Khān had helped his brother when the latter was engaged in 
military conflicts with the Qājār establishment which eventually resulted 
in his permanent settlement in India. Sardār himself led military expedi-
tions in the early 1840s and seized parts of Balūchistān before being finally 
defeated in 1846 by a Qājār army and taken to Tehran. There he remained 
under house arrest until he was pardoned by Nāṣir al-Dīn Shāh Qājār (r. 
1848–1896) and married Mihr-i Jahān Khānum, a Qājār princess. Sardār 
Abu’l-Ḥasan Khān’s son, Mīrzā Ismāʿīl Khān (1854–1928), titled Iʿtibār 
al-Salṭana, who was Farhad’s maternal great-grandfather, spent a large part 
of his early life in the entourage of Aga Khan I in Bombay, where he was 
known as the Ḥājji Ṣāḥib, for having made the pilgrimage to Mecca. Then 
in the 1870s, he returned to Iran, received his title and subsequently (after 
the Constitutional Revolution, 1905–1911) became a member of the Majlis 
(Parliament), elected from the province of Kirmān, where the family had 
deep roots. Daftary’s maternal grandfather was Iʿtibār al-Salṭana’s son 
Nāṣir Qulī Khān (1873–1941), with the title Mukhbir al-Sulṭān bestowed 
upon him in 1899 by Muẓaffar al-Dīn Shāh. Mukhbir al-Sulṭān’s mother 
was the daughter of ʿAlī Qulī Khān Mukhbir al-Dawla (d. 1897) of the 
eminent Hidāyat family, who were traditionally in charge of the coun-
try’s Ministry of Post and Telegraph and produced several noted histori-
ans and literary figures. Starting with the historian and poet Riḍā Qulī 
Khān Hidāyat (d. 1871), this family was also closely affiliated to the Dār 
al-Funūn, an academy of learning founded in Tehran in 1851, marking the 
beginning of modern education in Iran. Mukhbir al-Sulṭān himself was a 
graduate of this academy. Farhad Daftary’s own earliest memories go back 
to his grandfather Mukhbir al-Sulṭān, whom he can remember meeting 
when he was three years old. Mukhbir al-Sulṭān had also inherited a part 
of this family’s collection of manuscripts, documents and photographs, 
which eventually became incorporated into Farhad’s library.

Early life and education

As mentioned above, Farhad Daftary was born in Europe. Following  
the outbreak of the Second World War, when he was about two years 
old, however, his family moved back to Tehran. He attended the Qāʾim-
maqām Madrasa for his primary education (1945–1950) and then the 
Dabīristān-i Alborz (Alborz Secondary School). Founded as the American 
College by Presbyterian missionaries in 1873 on the outskirts of Tehran, 
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it changed its name to Alborz College in the early 1930s in deference to 
the Persianisation of foreign names. The American College had been for 
several decades (until 1940) under the direction of the eminent educa-
tor Dr Samuel L. Jordan (d. 1952). By the time Farhad was a pupil at the 
college, it had become incorporated into the network of schools overseen 
by Iran’s Ministry of Education and was under the direction of the famous 
Iranian educator Dr Mohammad-Ali Mojtahedi (d. 1997).3 There Farhad 
completed the first cycle of his secondary education (1951–1953). In 1954, 
Farhad moved with his family to Rome, not to return to Iran for nearly 
twenty years. He spent two years (1954–1955) finishing his secondary stud-
ies at the Overseas School of Rome (which was also known as the American 
School) in Via Cassia. During his adolescent years, he also devoted a great 
deal of time to studying the piano, at which he excelled. While in Rome, 
he studied with a teacher from the Santa Cecilia Academy of Music as well 
as with the Austrian-born Italian Conte Antonio di Monteforte, whose 
own teacher had been a student of the renowned Hungarian composer 
and pianist Franz Liszt. The Count had connections with Iran through his 
father who, at the invitation of Nāṣir al-Dīn Shāh Qājār, had organised a 
modern police force in Tehran.
 In 1956, at the age of 17, Farhad was sent to England where he stayed 
for two years at Concord College in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and then at a 
private tutorial establishment (Eaton and Wallis) in London studying for 
his General Certificate of Education (GCE). Meanwhile, he had continued 
to take piano lessons with Ippolit Motchaloff at the Wigmore Hall Studios 
in London. 
 However, his life was to take another course. Pursuing his family’s 
traditional involvement in state financial administration, and perhaps as 
a natural progression of his education in American schools, in 1958, at 
the age of nineteen, Farhad Daftary moved to the United States where 
he pursued his higher education in the field of economics for some thir-
teen years until 1971. He first enrolled at the American University in 
Washington DC, where he took a BA degree (1958–1962) and then stayed 
for a fifth year, receiving his MA in 1963. Deciding to continue his post-
graduate studies, in 1964 he enrolled at the University of California at 
Berkeley, where he initially obtained a second Master's degree. 
 The choice of Berkeley was in line with Daftary’s academic record. He 
had excelled in his studies, always obtaining straight A-grades in all the 
courses he took. Berkeley’s prestige in the mid-1960s, with its econom-
ics department ranking first amongst all American universities, was 
partly due to the fact that it had a high concentration of Nobel Prize 
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winners on its academic faculty. Farhad Daftary was on various occa-
sions ranked among the top ten Iranian students in the US (out of the 
several thousand of his compatriots then studying there). He was even 
awarded a ‘Special Citation’ by Iran’s Ministry of Education. As a result, 
the University of California granted him fellowships and graduate schol-
arships for several years to pursue his doctoral studies, which he started 
in 1964 and completed seven years later in 1971, somewhat prolonged due 
to his evolving interest in Ismaili studies. When the time came to choose 
a specialisation, Farhad opted for economic development. At UC Berkeley 
he had the privilege to be taught by a number of distinguished profes-
sors, among whom was the young (and future Nobel laureate) Amartya 
Sen, who taught economic development as a visiting professor. Amongst 
his other famous teachers, mention may be made of Tibor Scitovsky and 
Abba Lerner, whilst two more of his younger teachers, Daniel McFadden 
and Peter A. Diamond, would also become Nobel laureates. It was also at 
Berkeley that he made the acquaintance of Hamid Algar, who had then just 
joined the Near Eastern Studies Department after completing his doctoral 
studies at Cambridge University. Daftary’s Ph.D. dissertation was entitled 
‘Economic Development and Planning in Iran’, with a detailed analysis of 
the country’s modern economic history.

Ismaili studies as a hobby: a largely unexplored field

It was during his years at Berkeley that Farhad developed a deep interest 
in Ismaili studies. Through the maternal line of his family he had always 
seen photographs and documents related to the Aga Khans, but it was 
at Berkeley that for the first time, he had access to modern studies on 
Islam and the Ismailis. It was Daftary’s interest in economic history, as 
well as the history of Iran and Shiʿi Islam, that led to his new interest in 
the history of the Ismailis residing in the Middle East and elsewhere. It 
was in this way that Farhad the economist would be transformed into an 
authority on Ismaili studies.
 From the mid-1960s, Daftary developed and systematically pursued 
his intense curiosity about the history of the small and often misunder-
stood community of the Ismailis. He set himself the goal of acquiring 
copies of any available material on them. Access to old and new publi-
cations on the subject was crucial. Berkeley proved an excellent location 
to be based at, because it had a world-class library with a vast Islamic 
collection. He embarked on an ambitious project to photocopy all the 
classical articles in European languages related to Ismailism that he could 
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get his hands on in an extremely methodical way. When he had finished 
collecting everything he needed, he had all the articles bound, and ended 
up with more than thirty volumes of Ismaili-related articles. After that, 
he systematically collected all the articles of a few more recent authors 
in the field. He talks with delight about how he did all this before the 
idea of publishing the collected articles of an author, or a variorum series, 
had entered Islamic studies. Thus, Farhad had collected his own copies 
of the articles of Paul Kraus (1904–1944), Ḥusayn Hamdānī (1901–1962), 
Wladimir Ivanow, Marius Canard (1888–1982), Asaf A. A. Fyzee (1899–
1981), Samuel M. Stern (1920–1969), and all of the Ismaili articles of the 
prolific Henry Corbin (1903–1978), as well as the entire vast corpus of 
the Cambridge Iranologist Edward G. Browne (1862–1926), who made 
seminal contributions to the literary history of Persia and the various Shiʿi 
communities which had flourished there.
 The field of modern Ismaili studies was then still new and emerging, but 
it already included the oeuvre of a towering figure, Wladimir Alekseevich 
Ivanow (1886–1970), who had made significant contributions to it. Ivanow 
had devoted a major part of his life to the recovery, editing and transla-
tion of Ismaili texts, especially those produced by the Nizārī branch. It 
must be said that this was a crucial time in generational terms: On the 
one hand, Ivanow was approaching his eightieth year and was at the end 
of his pioneering career. On the other hand, there were younger scholars, 
such as Marshal G. S. Hodgson, at Chicago, and Samuel Miklos Stern, at 
Oxford, still very active and in the prime of their academic careers. Both 
represented a new generation of scholars and were (and are still consid-
ered today) two of the leading authorities in modern Islamic studies in 
the West. Both also had a special interest in the intellectual history of the 
Ismailis on which they published extensively. Tragically, both died prema-
turely: Hodgson in 1968, at forty-six, and Stern the following year, in 
1969, at forty-eight. These losses presented a turning point in the field and 
Farhad now became keenly aware that the historical momentum should 
not be lost and that, although a good start had been made, Ismaili studies 
still remained a largely unexplored field.

W. Ivanow as a role model

During his doctoral studies Farhad Daftary had the opportunity to corre-
spond with and meet Ivanow in Tehran (where the latter had been living 
since 1959) in the course of a summer vacation not long before Ivanow’s 
death. Farhad’s communications with Ivanow on the state of Ismaili stud-
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ies spurred on his interest in the subject. He remembers that he always had 
more questions than the old master could answer.
 Of all the modern pioneers of Ismaili studies, Ivanow was to have by 
far the greatest influence on Farhad Daftary. He was curious to know what 
had made a Russian orientalist and a cataloguer of Islamic manuscripts 
at the Asiatic Museum in St Petersburg before the Russian Revolution 
become interested in the history and intellectual heritage of this scattered 
Shiʿi community. He discovered that it had been Ivanow’s love of manu-
scripts that had led him to the Ismaili texts, opening up a new chapter in 
his life. It had also introduced him to Sir Sultan Muhammad Shah, Aga 
Khan III (1877–1957), the 48th Ismaili Imam, who had facilitated Ivanow’s 
intellectual journey. He settled in Bombay where he acquired many Ismaili 
friends from amongst both Khoja (Nizārī) and Bohra (Ṭayyibī) branches 
of the community. 
 Farhad Daftary takes pleasure in recounting Ivanow’s achievements. 
He had made available much unknown material, of which his editions of 
Persian Nizārī texts are the most enduring element. Other scholars were 
working on the Arabic sources, but Ivanow devoted himself to the Nizārī 
texts which were almost exclusively, except for some texts of Syrian prov-
enance, in Persian and which had been used as the religious language of 
the community from the time of Ḥasan-i Ṣabbāḥ (d. 1124). Thus he made 
the bulk of the extant Nizārī literature available to the wider academic 
world, which represented a major advance in the field in contrast to the 
hitherto almost total lack of availability of such textual resources. When 
asked to summarise his own contribution, Daftary always refers back to 
Ivanow, acknowledging his intellectual debt to this pioneer. In fact, he has 
not missed any opportunity to recognise Ivanow as ‘the leading pioneer’ 
of modern Ismaili studies.4 Farhad Daftary’s tribute to Ivanow has taken 
various forms: he wrote Ivanow’s obituary (see Bibliography, nos. 16 and 
24) and survey articles on his publications (Bibliography, nos. 15 and 22); 
published a collective volume by way of the Festschrift that Ivanow had 
never received (Bibliography, no. 9; see below); and has also contributed 
encyclopaedia articles on Ivanow (Bibliography, nos. 96 and 129); he is 
also editing Ivanow’s memoirs and is currently collaborating through The 
Institute of Ismaili Studies with the Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences on the organisation of a conference to be 
held in 2011 in St Petersburg to commemorate Ivanow. 
 Back at Berkeley, and when not engaged on his doctoral work, Farhad’s 
main occupation was the study of the Ismailis, including the compilation 
of an Ismaili bibliography that served as the basis of his Ismaili Literature 
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(Bibliography, no. 4) published more than four decades later. He also 
embarked on an extensive programme of collecting books, articles and 
other documents, which was complemented by correspondence with 
many of the leading authorities in Ismaili studies at the time. One of these 
authorities was Abbas Hamdani, who had then just started his career at 
the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee. Professor Hamdani belonged 
to a distinguished family of Dāʾūdī Ṭayyibī Ismaili scholars from Yemen 
and India, who possessed a significant collection of Ismaili manuscripts. 
This collection, readily accessible to scholars, was to be eventually donated 
to The Institute of Ismaili Studies Library in London. He also established 
correspondence with the late Sherali Alidina and other leaders at the then 
Ismailia Association in Karachi, Pakistan.

Bibliophilia: the making of a private library

Farhad Daftary’s interest in Ismaili studies was slowly turning from a 
hobby into an all-absorbing activity and a highly structured project of 
collecting the sources and studying them. Not without some nostalgia, 
Farhad Daftary describes one of his main activities at Berkeley for several 
years as a continuous toing and froing between the Central Library there 
and the photocopy shop on the campus. In this way he came to possess 
copies of all the existing articles on the Ismailis, including those of the 
nineteenth-century orientalists, E. M. Quatremère (1782–1857), A. I. 
Silvestre de Sacy (1758–1838), C. F. Defrémery (1822–1883) and J. M. de 
Goeje (1836–1909), as well as the modern scholars noted above. It was 
thus, with these self-made variorum volumes, that he started his own 
library collection. 
 He had now also begun acquiring all the books in Arabic and in 
European languages on Ismaili subjects then available, in addition to 
searching for out-of-print and rare works through a number of antiquar-
ian book dealers, such as E. J. Brill in Leiden and Ad Orientem in England, 
etc., and for decades he regularly corresponded with them. Similarly, he 
familiarised himself with the Ismaili publications of the Islamic Research 
Association, established in 1933 in Bombay, which was later effectively 
transformed in 1946 into the Ismaili Society.5 They had published five 
editions and translations of Nizārī texts by Ivanow, and Daftary purchased 
all of them from Bombay. He recounts how during the years of his doctoral 
studies, one of the most exciting moments virtually every day was when 
he heard the postman knocking at the door, delivering the books he had 
ordered. When he had started corresponding with Ivanow in Tehran, the 
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Russian scholar was residing temporarily at the house of his friend, M. 
H. Asadi, who owned a bookshop in Bahārsitān Square and distributed 
the publications of the Ismaili Society throughout the Middle East. There, 
Daftary found many of Ivanow’s books which now are no longer available 
(and even then were very difficult to obtain), and so he did not hesitate to 
buy them. 
 As a devoted bibliophile, he has continued, throughout his career, to 
acquire rare volumes. He talks proudly about his library. Amongst the 
manuscripts in his collection, mention may be made of the copies of the 
Qurʾan commissioned or personally copied in the nineteenth century by 
his maternal forebear, Sardār Abu’l-Ḥasan Khān, and a beautifully illu-
minated copy of the complete Dīwān of Ḥāfiẓ, the famous Persian poet 
of the fourteenth century, commissioned by Sayyid Abu’l-Ḥasan ʿAlī (d. 
1792), Shāh Khalīl Allāh’s father and the 44th Nizārī Ismaili Imam who 
was the governor of Kirmān during the era of the Zand dynasty.6 Apart 
from extensive collections on Ismaili and Persian history, his library 
also includes rare travelogues on Iran (Persia), like G. Barbaro and A. 
Contarini, Viaggi in Persia (1545), accounts composed by two Venetian 
ambassadors to Persia in the late fifteenth century; Sir Thomas Herbert, 
A Description of the Persian Monarchy (1634), the first English account of 
Persia; John Fryer, A New Account of East India and Persia (1698); Jean 
Chardin, Voyages en Perse, in various editions including its 1811 critical 
edition by L. Langlès in ten volumes plus an atlas; and Sir John Malcolm’s 
History of Persia (1815), which he acquired in the 1960s for $300 (less than 
a tenth of its current market value!). He also acquired rare lithographed 
editions of Persian texts and histories, such as the Tārīkh-i Firishta 
(1822) and mediaeval accounts of the Crusades, such as J. Bongers (ed.), 
Gesta Dei per Francos (1611), with references to the contemporary Nizārī 
Ismailis. His library is all the more impressive given the fact that for years 
he had his books leather-bound in Tehran by a specialist binder, Friedrich 
Lankamerer (1922–2002), the son of a German engineer posted to Iran in 
the early twentieth century.
 By the time Farhad completed his Ph.D. and was ready to return to 
Iran, he had amassed an extensive library of Ismaili sources and studies, 
perhaps the largest private collection of its kind. In fact, as he himself 
declares, he had for many years initially conducted most of his research 
on the basis of materials from his own collection.
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Return to Iran: from promising career to a life-long passion

Back in Iran, in 1972, after spending almost two decades abroad, Farhad 
Daftary embarked on what at the time looked like a promising professional 
career in line with his family tradition and expectations. He became an 
Advisor to the Plan and Budget Organisation, the government body that 
prepared Iran’s five-year economic development plans and annual budg-
ets. Then a year later, in 1973, he was appointed Director of the Economic 
Research Department at the Central Bank of Iran, which had only been 
established the previous decade, and where he remained for several years. 
At this juncture, Farhad had the opportunity to pursue a successful 
career in the government’s financial and economic administrations but 
he decided to take a different route: in 1974 he left the public sector. He 
became the co-founder and Director of Yekom Economic Consultants, the 
first (as its Persian name, Yekom, indicates) firm of consultants specialis-
ing in economics and management in Iran, with a separate section for 
water resources projects. Following his bibliophilic character, Daftary 
made a point of establishing a library at the company, which soon became 
the best private library of its kind in Tehran, with a major share of his own 
economics books incorporated into it. 

 During the years 1973–1977, Farhad Daftary also taught post-graduate 
courses on economic history and development at the Faculty of Economics 
of both the National University and Tehran University. During those years 
Farhad published a number of economic articles, and prepared several 
consultancy reports for the Iranian government and various international 
agencies such as the International Labour Office in Geneva.7 
 Events in the late 1970s, after the Iranian Revolution, accelerated 
Daftary’s shift to a new discipline altogether. At the end of 1978 with the 
overthrow of the Shah there was general euphoria in Iran for a brief period 
of time. But almost immediately, the Iran–Iraq war broke out in 1980 and 
there was no possibility to travel outside the country for several years. 
His next visit abroad did not, in fact, take place until 1985. It was under 
such circumstances that with the encouragement of his wife, Fereshteh, he 
finally decided the time had come to write a book on the Ismailis. 

The story of a history

Farhad Daftary took up the challenge and embarked on a new and 
fascinating enterprise: writing a comprehensive history of the Ismailis. 
Throughout the decades in California and Tehran, he had continued to 
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pursue his personal interest in collecting and studying materials produced 
by scholars in the field of Ismaili studies while Ivanow had continued to 
be a role model for him in several respects. Firstly, Ivanow was also some-
one who had moved from his original discipline of Iranian languages and 
dialects to the field of Ismaili studies. Just as the time spent in Bombay, 
making Ismaili acquaintances there and being introduced to Aga Khan 
III, had opened up a new chapter in Ivanow’s life, so Daftary was about to 
embark on a similar journey. This personal interest had become a passion 
and an intellectual challenge and now Daftary had the chance to devote his 
full attention to it. As a pioneer, Ivanow had had to lay the foundation for 
studying Ismaili history and doctrines. When Ivanow started his Ismaili 
studies in the 1930s and earlier, there was next to nothing published of the 
Nizārī Ismaili texts, and for more than three decades he set himself the 
task of identifying the gaps in the field and filling them with his contribu-
tions. That was exactly the model adopted by Daftary from the time of 
his graduate studies at Berkeley and it remained the model that he was 
to follow during his unfolding career in Ismaili studies: he made it his 
 ongoing concern to take stock of what had been done before him, what 
was the current state of Ismaili studies, and then to identify the gaps in the 
field pointing to new directions for research. 
 The notorious lack of methodological underpinnings in Islamic stud-
ies in general was perhaps to some extent compensated for in Ismaili 
studies by Farhad Daftary’s training. Economics was, in his own words, 
‘the most precise and quantifiable of the social sciences’. This training, 
he says, had provided him with a good intellectual discipline, a sound 
methodology and a facility for clear thinking and well-organised analysis, 
argumentation and writing. When presented with the inevitable question 
of how he managed to succeed in a new field of research, on the margin 
of his other activities, Daftary has one constant answer, demonstrating 
his belief in ‘steady’ scholarship: there are no short cuts or fast tracks to 
scholarship. Rather than intensive and exclusive research carried out in 
a concentrated span of time on a specific subject, one might say that he 
has pursued extensive scholarship regularly, on a daily and progressive 
basis, even if only for a few hours each morning or evening. This method 
has yielded very fruitful results, as can been seen in the bibliography of 
his works of some 240 titles (with many more in the pipeline). A rigorous 
editor himself, Daftary has also had inputs of various kinds into all the 
publications produced by The Institute of Ismaili Studies since the mid-
1990s (and currently exceeding 80 monographs and texts).
 His earlier training helped: according to Daftary, in order to write on 
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history, one must be very organised and systematic, be familiar with the 
historiography of the subject and then bring together a full range of the 
sources. Next one must be able to assess these sources, then analyse and 
interpret them, producing a sequential history. In his view a historian 
must have a logical mind (he benefited from studying both logics and 
mathematics), and also be able to substantiate (as in proving a hypothesis) 
and assign relative importance to events (this is where his background in 
quantitative methods in economics has come in very handy). One must 
also avoid unnecessarily complicating the issues by writing in an inde-
terminate and obscure style. He has set it upon himself to explain the 
misunderstood history of a misrepresented community. The readership 
he had originally in mind was principally the scholarly community, but 
he also took into account the educated non-specialist reader. He wanted to 
explain Ismaili history in an accessible and clear manner. In his view, ‘the 
beauty of scholarship is to have the ability to express difficult concepts 
and ideas in simple terms and language’. He gives as an example the time 
when he was asked what, exactly, was meant by ‘esoteric literature’. He 
thought for a minute and said: ‘It is based on the distinction between a 
literal and a hidden meaning, between what is perceived and what really 
exists; it also implies the need for a guide to help others proceed in this 
spiritual journey in search of certain ultimate truths.’ Indeed, anyone 
who has dealt with Farhad Daftary quickly realises his ability to present 
complex ideas in concise and clear terms with no verbiage or frills.
 Having read the bulk of the existing literature on the Ismailis, in a vari-
ety of languages, the main question in Farhad Daftary’s mind was: Why do 
we not possess a book that deals with all the periods and phases of Ismaili 
history? It had become clear to him that the first and indispensable task to 
be accomplished in this regard was a comprehensive history of the Ismailis, 
something which did not yet exist. He set this as his overriding objective: 
a history as comprehensive as possible, covering all Ismaili communities 
and groupings, tracing and documenting their doctrines and intellectual 
elaborations, stretching from the formative period of Shiʿi Islam to the 
present time, using all available materials, published and unpublished, 
remaining always aware of the nature and biases (often hostile) of the medi-
aeval sources. It was difficult to decide on a methodology for this task. The 
most appropriate model for Daftary was Marshall Hodgson’s The Order of 
Assassins (unfortunately mistitled as later admitted by the author himself),8 
a book on the Alamūt phase of Nizārī Ismaili history (1090–1256), with an 
approach and structure that could serve as a model for Ismaili history in its 
entirety with all its phases as first identified by Ivanow. 
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 Meanwhile, he had started studying Arabic systematically, with the 
eminent Professor Ādhartāsh Ādharnūsh (also a regular contributor on 
Arabic literature to the Great Islamic Encyclopaedia) and made good use 
of the libraries at the University of Tehran, especially the one at its Faculty 
of Literature. He also began to visit Ismaili heritage sites in Iran, includ-
ing several of the major fortresses and the mediaeval sites in Anjudān, 
Kahak and Kirmān which had been visited by Ivanow in the 1930s; 
indeed, in the 1970s he was the first scholar to visit them since Ivanow 
and he found that further deterioration had taken place at some sites.9 
In Kirmān he found that some of the eighteenth-century structures and 
monuments described by Ivanow were actually no longer in situ. Then he 
went to Maḥallāt (where there was still in existence part of a wall of the 
residential compound of Aga Khan I as well as the Ḥusayniyya founded 
by him in the 1830s). Subsequently, he organised an expedition with some 
friends to Alamūt. After a difficult journey with two Range Rovers, which 
inolved crossing a river in Rūdbār, they erected tents and spent the night 
at the foot of the rock of Alamūt. The locality was breathtaking. It was also 
very emotional for him – in fact, he can only describe the experience as 
resembling a ‘pilgrimage’, something he had aspired to do for a very long 
time: he could finally stand on the spot where almost 900 years earlier 
Ḥasan-i Ṣabbāḥ, founder of the Ismaili state in Persia, had stood. The visit 
was giving tangible substance to his research. The historian ʿAṭā Malik 
Juwaynī (d. 1283), who visited Alamūt just before its destruction by the 
Mongols in 1256, had described the fortress as majestic and now Farhad 
could see for himself that even its ruins remained so. Another trip was 
made later to the fortress of Lamasar, stopping at the ruins of the castle 
of Shamīrān, the seat of the Musāfirid dynasty of northern Persia (and 
visited in 1047 by the Persian poet and Ismaili dāʿī Nāṣir-i Khusraw on his 
way to Fatimid Cairo). He also went to the castle of Girdkūh, which had 
been besieged by the Mongols for seventeen years until 1270, and where 
the stones of the mangonels used by the Mongols against the local Nizārī 
garrison are still scattered on the ground. In 1985, he visited the Ismailis 
of Khurāsān (where the bulk of their community in Iran resides). There in 
the village of Dīzbād, in the mountains between Mashhad and Nīshāpūr, 
he attended the ceremonies of Naw Ḥiṣār which take place annually on 
the last Friday of August, an occasion when the Ismailis of Iran gather 
and take part in elaborate rituals which include the recitation of the mysti-
cal poetry of Jalāl al-Dīn Rūmī (d. 1273) and other great Persian poets. 
This was Daftary’s first encounter with the contemporary Ismailis of Iran 
who are very much attached to their traditions. He was shown rare manu-
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scripts, and given photocopies of some of them; he met the elders of the 
community who showed him manuscripts of collected poems of Ismaili 
poets such as Khākī Khurāsānī (d. after 1646), and his descendant Fidāʾī 
Khurāsānī (d. 1923), whose dīwān of poetry remains unpublished. 

The Ismāʿīlīs: Their History and Doctrines

Farhad Daftary’s research for this book had effectively begun in the mid-
1960s and lasted over twenty years. But he actually started to write the 
book in 1978 and it took him a further eight years to complete its first 
draft. His initial plan laid out the work in seven chapters: five main chap-
ters on the Ismailis (covering the four phases devised by Ivanow, early, 
Fatimid, Alamūt and Post-Alamūt, and including also a chapter on the 
Mustaʿlian Ismailis) with two initial chapters on the early Shi‘a, and on 
the progress in Ismaili studies. And this was indeed the way the book 
was structured and finally published in 1990 under the title The Ismāʿīlīs: 
Their History and Doctrines.10 He allowed himself roughly one year for 
each chapter, with the object of covering all the key events, personali-
ties and doctrinal developments in each period. Each chapter naturally 
underwent numerous drafts and was expanded and revised many times. 
Nowadays, even with all the technological advances that scholarship can 
make use of, this may seem daunting, but not excessively so. However, in 
the early 1980s his chapters were typed by his wife Fereshteh on an elec-
tric IBM typewriter. The need to make revisions to the typescript raised 
continuous difficulties that had to be resolved with ingenious solutions. 
On many occasions, he had to count the words and letters of a revised 
passage to ensure that the new text could be accommodated without any 
change in the page layout!
 From very early on Daftary was aware that this mammoth task could 
not be accomplished in isolation and that he would need to be in touch with 
some established scholars in the field of Ismaili studies. For this purpose, 
he started corresponding with Professor Wilferd Madelung, then the 
Laudian Professor of Arabic at Oxford University and a leading contribu-
tor to modern Ismaili studies, and informed him that he was working 
on this project, a history of the Ismailis. He asked Madelung if he would 
agree to read through the chapters, which he did. In 1985, Farhad Daftary 
finally had the chance to travel outside Iran. He visited Paris, London and 
Oxford, where he conducted further research in various libraries and met 
a number of scholars. By then, he had written three chapters (‘Progress in 
Ismāʿīlī Studies’, ‘Origins and Early Development of Shīʿism’ and ‘Early 
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Ismāʿīlism’). At Oxford, he showed them to Madelung at the Oriental 
Institute and subsequently received positive comments from this foremost 
authority, which encouraged him to continue along the lines he had set 
himself, especially after Madelung’s approval of the third chapter, which 
was one of his own main fields of expertise. Madelung’s reviews of the 
chapters continued and their relationship has been maintained to this 
day (indeed, Daftary was closely involved in the Festschrift for Madelung 
and his affiliation to The Institute of Ismaili Studies as Senior Research 
Fellow).11

 Farhad Daftary’s focus was obviously on history. He was especially 
interested in investigating how the different Muslim communities had 
arisen, especially within Shiʿi Islam. He was attracted towards investi-
gating the disputes arising over the succession to the Prophet. Was there 
a theological component to it? Yet again, though the Fatimid period of 
Ismaili history was relatively well known when Daftary started writing 
his book, there was next to nothing in modern scholarship on much of the 
seven centuries after the Alamūt phase in Nizārī history. Daftary’s book 
filled this gap in a structured manner, particularly through the original 
research he carried out using a large number of Persian regional histories, 
especially those on Ṭabaristān (Māzandarān) and other Caspian prov-
inces. For this long period he essentially followed again the categorisation 
introduced by Ivanow: the early period of this phase (that is to say the first 
two centuries after the Mongol destruction of the Nizārī state, centred at 
Alamūt, in 1256), the Anjudān period (beginning in the fifteenth century, 
when the imams of the Qāsim-Shāhī Nizārī line had settled in the village 
of Anjudān near Maḥallāt in central Iran), and the modern period (from 
the 1840s onwards). As Madelung says in the Foreword to The Ismāʿīlīs, 
in some areas the book covers ‘entirely new ground’; the second feature 
of the book praised by Madelung is that it ‘offers a first comprehensive 
and detailed synthesis of the complex history of Ismāʿīlism’, reflecting ‘the 
progress of recent research’ and integrating an ‘evenly readable account’. 
 Although Daftary’s main concern was the chronological history of 
the Ismailis he also sought to cover the main intellectual and theological 
developments in a systematic fashion. If the history of the Ismailis had 
still to be unravelled, it was clear to him that, at that time, the doctrines of 
the various Ismaili groups were even more difficult to understand clearly. 
At the time, scholars had just begun to understand, for example, who the 
Qarmaṭīs were. Until then, after the earlier studies of de Goeje, Ivanow had 
the most realistic understanding of them, but his information, too, was 
still sketchy and confused, as he had only managed to scratch the surface 
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of the subject. By the early 1960s, new hypotheses had been proposed 
in three articles by Stern (in 1955, 1960 and 1961)12 and by Madelung in 
another three articles (in 1959 written in German, which Daftary later had 
translated into English, in a slightly revised version, and published as part 
of an edited volume on the Ismailis in 1996; and in 1961 again in German; 
and in his article on the Qarmaṭīs for EI2).13 He was similarly interested 
in clarifying the controversial issues surrounding the opening phase of 
Ismailism, but the few early sources only provided conflicting informa-
tion. Basically subscribing to the Stern-Madelung position he spent some 
time trying to resolve the alleged identification of the early Ismailis with 
the Khaṭṭābīs, followers of Abu’l-Khaṭṭāb (d. 755), a contemporary of 
Imam Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq (d. 765). This identification was first propounded in 
the works of the early Imāmī Shiʿi heresiographers, such as al-Nawbakhtī 
(d. ca. 912) and al-Qummī (d. 913),14 as a part of their polemical treat-
ment of the early Ismailis, and also reasserted in the early studies of 
Bernard Lewis and Henry Corbin; he arrived at the conclusion that this 
identification was groundless and that it had to be rejected, in line with 
Madelung’s view.15 This conclusion was strongly substantiated by the fact 
that later mediaeval Ismaili authorities, like al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān (d. 974), 
the foremost jurist of the Fatimid period, condemned the Khaṭṭābiyya as 
‘heretics’ for having propagated the divinity of the imams, something that 
went against the doctrine of the Fatimids.16 This also explains why Ḥamīd 
al-Dīn al-Kirmānī (d. ca. 1021), the most learned contemporary Ismaili 
theologian, was called to Cairo by the Fatimid Imam-Caliph al-Ḥākim 
bi-Amr Allāh (r. 996–1021) to refute the emerging doctrines of the found-
ers of the Druze religion, who were beginning to preach the divinity 
of al-Ḥākim. Subsequently, Daftary refined his own ideas on the early 
Ismailis and published several studies on the subject.17

The move to London and affiliation with  
The Institute of Ismaili Studies

In 1985, on his travels to Europe, he visited The Institute of Ismaili Studies 
in London for the first time. The Institute had been founded by His 
Highness Prince Karim Aga Khan only eight years earlier in 1977 and was 
then located in one of its early temporary premises on Great James Street 
in London. Incidentally, this year was crucial for the Ismailis in the UK, 
since a major institution, the Ismaili Centre in South Kensington, London, 
was inaugurated in April, giving the Ismailis the greatest degree of visibil-
ity and exposure they had ever experienced in a Western environment. 
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In the library of the Institute, Farhad Daftary found many manuscripts 
and also new publications in Arabic that contributed towards his research. 
Also, for the first time, he met Mr Shams Vellani, then the Institute’s 
Executive Officer, who showed great interest in Daftary’s project. On his 
return to Iran, he resumed his work and completed the final draft of his 
book in 1987. 
 On Farhad Daftary’s next visit to London in 1987, he gave Mr Vellani 
a draft of the work, and the latter subsequently suggested that he join the 
Institute to prepare the work for publication. Daftary accepted, but it took 
another year to return to Tehran and wrap up all his affairs and commit-
ments there. In 1988 he settled in London with his wife, just before turn-
ing fifty. He officially joined the Institute in September 1988. By then, 
the Institute had developed a teaching programme under its Department 
of Education and had also produced its first publications: English trans-
lations of two sets of collected articles by Henry Corbin, undertaken by 
the Paris branch of the Institute then still operative and directed by the 
Iranian philosopher Daryush Shayegan, an old friend of Daftary’s, and 
a two-volume catalogue of the Arabic manuscripts in its library. A small 
number of scholars were also working there on different texts, including J. 
Badakhchani and H. Haji (both contributors to this volume).
 Farhad Daftary’s immediate task now was to get his book published. 
Two further years were needed to fine-tune the work with additional 
annotations, based on the resources at the library of the Institute and else-
where. Wilferd Madelung read through the remainder of the typescript 
providing his customary meticulous comments. Daftary sent copies of the 
typescript to the University Presses of Cambridge and Oxford; both had 
this work evaluated by scholars and eventually both accepted it for publi-
cation. In the end Daftary decided on Cambridge University Press as his 
publisher and the book finally appeared in 1990.

A historian of historians

The Institute had started its publications with Corbin’s highly intricate 
phenomenological essays, reconstructing Ismaili doctrines within a 
metahistorical frame. However, Daftary attached greater weight to histo-
riography and textual analysis in many of the Institute’s subsequent publi-
cations. Asked about this matter, he says that in a historical investigation 
of events, a chronological framework is of the highest importance since 
ideas do not develop in a vacuum, but out of previous ideas; and events, 
often, are responses to previous events. And textual materials, conveying 
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the literary and intellectual heritage of a community, are indispensable for 
studying and understanding that heritage.
 One of Farhad Daftary’s constant interests has been the figure of 
the modern historian and his role in shaping history-writing. During 
his doctoral studies, he had carried out research on the lives and times 
of many economists. Once his attention shifted to Ismaili studies, he 
adopted a similar methodology for contextualising the contributions of 
the key figures in the field. Several of his early publications were devoted 
to scholars’ lives and achievements. In the majority of his books, too, he 
has always tried to begin by explaining the state of the field of research 
and the individuals who have shaped the study of Ismaili history.18 
 Asked about his great interest in modern historians, he responds by 
saying that studying a person’s life reveals much about his context, his 
interests, his thought. We are, as he says, the products of our own histo-
ries and intellectual environments. He believes in the theory of ‘chal-
lenges and responses’ in history-writing: when historians write, they are 
often responding to something, even though it is frequently the case that 
a hundred years later people may not know what it was that they had 
been responding to. Unfortunately, he adds, it may also happen that the 
historians themselves may have fabricated or misinterpreted the required 
evidence, producing polemical material that will be used as a reliable 
source by later historians. And if a ‘fiction’ is repeated often enough it may 
eventually be taken as representing a ‘fact’. Looking into the lives of schol-
ars and the contexts in which they worked has enabled him to have some 
understanding of what it was that they responded to, or, in his words, ‘why 
was a certain author writing what he was writing?’ This kind of two-fold 
historiography has added an extra dimension to his work, making him 
keenly aware of the necessity of evaluating one’s sources and distinguish-
ing fact from fiction.

Stories versus history: insiders and observers

In 1992, two years after Farhad Daftary produced his magnum opus, there 
was an organisational restructuring at the Institute. Now, under the dean-
ship of Dr Aziz Esmail, a new Department of Academic Research and 
Publications was created. Daftary was appointed as the first head of that 
department, a post he has retained to this day despite the demands of his 
other responsibilities. 
 Next, he devoted his attention to one of the most contentious and least 
understood issues in the entire history of the Ismailis: the ‘black legend’ 
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that had developed about them and had spread in the middle ages in both 
the Islamic world and in Europe. His book on this subject, The Assassin 
Legends: Myths of the Ismaʿilis, was published in 1994. This was a research 
issue of immense interest and complexity due its popular appeal and 
intricacies. Daftary was initially interested in understanding the etymol-
ogy of the word ‘assassin’ and its connection with the Ismailis: why were 
they referred to by their neighbours in Syria and in the Caspian region 
of northern Persia as ḥashīshīs or ḥashīshīn; and, following them, in the 
European sources as ‘assassins’? Why were there so many fanciful tales 
around this? Not much progress in research on this topic had taken place 
since the pioneering study of Silvestre de Sacy (d. 1838), the doyen of the 
nineteenth-century orientalists, who had solved the etymological puzzle of 
the word ‘assassin’. Showing that it derived from the Arabic word ḥashīsh, 
de Sacy himself nevertheless subscribed at least partially to the legends, as 
recounted by Marco Polo and other mediaeval Europeans, as being accu-
rate accounts of the secret practices of the Ismailis. Ḥashīshī was a term of 
abuse in Arabic, which was then used in reference to the Nizārī Ismailis 
in some polemical Sunni and Zaydī sources. The derogatory term itself 
then gave rise to the tales circulating in the mediaeval Crusader circles, 
connecting the Ismailis with the consumption of hashish (a product of 
hemp) and appearing variously in European sources. These so-called 
‘Assassin legends’ have no counterparts in Arabic or Persian sources of 
the same period, despite their authors’ hostile stances. Farhad Daftary’s 
conclusion was that the tales were fabricated by the Crusader circles and 
their occidental observers themselves to justify what they perceived as 
‘irrational’ behaviour (martyrdom) that had to be given a rational expla-
nation (as behaviour motivated under the influence of intoxicating drugs 
such as hashish).
 If the first edition of The Ismāʿīlīs had had a significant impact in 
the field (with numerous reprints, reviews and regular citations in 
academic literature), The Assassin Legends was no less interesting to 
scholars: it attracted thirty reviews in the lustre following its publica-
tion. Nevertheless, was it possible that Farhad Daftary’s formal affilia-
tion with an institution connected to the community on whose past he 
was writing could somehow tarnish his academic rigour and objectivity? 
While the vast majority of the reviewers welcomed the book and its role in 
deconstructing the centuries-old myths, there were also one or two who 
questioned the project as they thought he was an Ismaili, an ‘insider’ of a 
religious community, taking an apologetic stance.19 When suggestions of 
apologetic intentions were made by one such reviewer, Daftary was quick 



Omar Alí-de-Unzaga20

to publish a rebuttal in the same journal declaring: ‘I would like to state 
that I am not an Ismaili, and that my academic affiliation to The Institute 
of Ismaili Studies, London, has in no way affected my academic objectivity 
[…] My main aim in writing The Assassin Legends was to trace the roots 
of some of the major legends surrounding the Nizari Ismailis of the medi-
aeval times […] and it has never been my intention to be apologetic.’ 20 
However, a more important phenomenon was now taking place. Although 
the academic credibility of institutions linked formally or informally with 
a Christian faith community, like the various schools of divinity, theology 
faculties and even entire universities, had been accepted without question 
on both sides of the Atlantic for hundreds of years, Western academics 
were now witnessing the fact that an academic institute connected to a 
Muslim community and based in central London could produce research 
of the highest calibre, deeply committed to the standards of critical schol-
arship and yet empathetic to the historical and intellectual preoccupa-
tions of Muslims, and more particularly in this case, the Ismailis. Farhad 
Daftary had achieved this difficult balance, as he defines himself neither 
as an ‘insider’ nor an ‘outsider’ but as a close and empathetic ‘observer’. In 
the context of the ‘Assassin legends’, too, he maintains that much in the 
same way that ‘fiction’ through repetition over time becomes accepted as 
‘fact’, then facts also need to be repeated frequently and widely enough to 
replace fictions.

Promoting scholarship

Farhad Daftary has contributed significantly to The Institute of Ismaili 
Studies, establishing it as a recognised academic centre for Ismaili studies. 
One of the aims of the Institute has been to promote scholarship on Islam, 
and he made this his own objective. He himself had originally published 
outside the Institute because there was no publishing programme as such. 
Now, he established the Institute’s first publication series: the Ismaili 
Heritage Series, which was initiated in 1996 under his own general editor-
ship. This was designed to be a series of monographs with the objective of 
exploring the intellectual and religious heritage of the Ismailis, a heritage 
which still resonates in the contemporary world since the community is 
very much in existence. He signed contracts with several of the leading 
authorities who had already contributed to a collective volume he had just 
edited, Mediaeval Ismaʿili History and Thought. Four years later, in 2000, he 
established a second series, the Ismaili Texts and Translations Series, again 
under his general editorship and with an editorial board of eminent schol-
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ars of Ismaili studies. This new series was devoted to critical editions and 
annotated translations of authentic texts in Arabic and Persian produced 
by the Ismailis themselves, or about them, clarifying the actual teachings 
of the community. The series had a two-fold objective: to produce materi-
als for further progress in the field and to address the misrepresentations 
of Ismaili doctrines and practices. The primary selection criteria for the 
series were major texts that remained unpublished as well as texts that had 
been published in defective editions. He invited Professor Madelung, who 
had already taught at the Institute, to be a consulting editor for the series. 
Daftary’s general support of sound academic projects is well known and he 
has generously supported or sponsored a number of publications, confer-
ences and other academic initiatives both inside and outside the Institute. 
He has also promoted the publications of various types of anthologies of 
Ismaili literature and other Islamic texts, especially those related to the 
contributions of Shiʿi Muslim scholars who have been hitherto marginal-
ised in Islamic studies in the West.
 Meanwhile, Farhad Daftary had also started developing the academic 
faculty of his Department of Academic Research and Publications. Wilferd 
Madelung became a Senior Research Fellow, a position which through 
Daftary’s initiative was later offered to Professors Hermann Landolt (in 
2002) and M. A. Amir-Moezzi (in 2007) as well. He contributed to devel-
oping and running the Institute’s Graduate Programme in Islamic Studies 
and Humanities (GPISH), in which two years were spent on an innovative 
course at the Institute and a third year studying for a Master’s degree at a 
British university. While the intellectual design of this innovative academic 
programme was the brainchild of Aziz Esmail and Mohammed Arkoun 
(1928–2010), who had been another Senior Research Fellow and one of the 
governors of the Institute, Daftary was responsible for finding and engag-
ing most of the lecturers for this programme. Thus, he contributed to the 
students’ exposure to some of the best minds in the field of Islamic studies 
in the UK, as he successfully invited eminent scholars from Cambridge 
(Patricia Crone, Charles Melville and John Cooper), Oxford (Julie Scott 
Meisami), or Edinburgh (Carole Hillenbrand and Robert Hillenbrand), 
and Manchester (C. Edmund Bosworth), some of them contributors to this 
volume, to teach in this programme. This approach not only brought the 
Institute’s graduate students into contact with these scholars, but it also 
facilitated the admission of the students to the best UK-based universities 
in their third year. Daftary himself has been regularly teaching a survey 
course on Ismaili history in this programme since its inception in 1994.
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Mediaeval Ismaʿili History and Thought 

Daftary kept his own publication activities alive despite intensive 
administrative duties. His next publication, this time an edited volume, 
Mediaeval Ismaʿili History and Thought (1996; see Daftary Bibliography, 
no. 9), was designed to cover selected areas in Ismaili studies that needed 
further attention. This was to be a turning point in its own right since he 
had now started to galvanise other scholars in the field of Ismaili studies. 
For the volume, he assembled some of the most renowned scholars in the 
field, such as Ali Asani, Heinz Halm, Abbas Hamdani, Wilferd Madelung, 
Azim Nanji, Ismail K. Poonawala and Paul E. Walker, again, some of 
them contributors to this volume, and also several others, like C. Edmund 
Bosworth, Carole Hillenbrand and Charles Melville who were then also 
teaching at the Institute. This process widened his circle of academic 
friends and colleagues. He now had the opportunity to meet some of 
these scholars for the first time in London. With others, such as Abbas 
Hamdani, he had already established working relationships through 
correspondence. He dedicated this collective volume to Ivanow, who had 
never had a Festschrift and, beyond a few circles, had never received suffi-
cient recognition for his pioneering accomplishments in modern Ismaili 
studies. 
 In this volume Farhad Daftary also demonstrated his ability to make 
materials available in English as the primary language of scholarship in 
the West. The first two chapters of this edited volume were, in fact, trans-
lations from the German: Madelung’s 1959 groundbreaking article on the 
Qarmaṭīs and the Fatimids, and a summary in English of Halm’s seminal 
habilitation work on the pre-Fatimid Ismaili cosmology.21 Equally, in his 
Assassin Legends he had inserted an annotated English translation of de 
Sacy’s classical study in French on the Nizārīs, Mémoire sur la dynastie des 
Assassins (pp. 129–188). All these translations were meticulously produced 
by Azizeh Azodi (1922–2008), an Iranian polyglot then living in Paris. 
Later, she translated into English Halm’s book for the Ismaili Heritage 
Series, under the title The Fatimids and their Traditions of Learning (1997).
 Daftary’s work began to have some impact also in the Middle East. 
By 1997, The Ismāʿīlīs and The Assassin Legends had been translated into 
Arabic and Persian. The Persian translation of The Ismāʿīlīs received the 
‘Best Book of the Year Award’ in Iran (see Daftary Bibliography, no. 1(b)); 
and then subsequently when a group of religious scholars from the main 
seminary in Qumm compiled a collection of studies on the Ismailis, they 
had their work evaluated by Daftary who was also invited to contribute 
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an extensive introduction to the volume (Daftary Bibliography, no. 47). 
Subsequently, Daftary himself became active in commissioning transla-
tions of the Institute’s publications into Arabic, Persian and Urdu as well 
as some European languages. He also responded to translation requests 
from various publishers in a wide range of countries. At the time of writ-
ing this introduction, Daftary’s own works have been variously translated 
into fourteen languages, including Arabic and Persian, as well as French, 
German, Gujarati, Italian, Indonesian (Bahasa), Polish, Portuguese, 
Russian, Tajik (in Cyrillic alphabet), Turkish and Urdu. Some of his books 
have been translated also into Hungarian through the initiatives of István 
Hajnal (a contributor to this volume) who is single-handedly promoting 
Ismaili and Qarmaṭī studies in Budapest. Further, Daftary has ensured 
that most of the major publications of the Institute (other than the Arabic 
and Persian texts published in the Ismaili Texts and Translations Series) 
are translated into Arabic and Persian as well as other languages such as 
Gujarati, Portuguese, Russian, Tajik (Cyrillic) and Urdu, languages used 
by the Ismailis of different countries.
 Aiming to make his own major publication more broadly accessible, 
given that the eight-hundred page volume of The Ismāʿīlīs was essentially 
a highly specialised academic work, he decided to devote his next two 
years to working on A Short History of the Ismailis (1998; see Daftary 
Bibliography, no. 3), published in the Islamic Surveys series under the 
general editorship of Carole Hillenbrand. It is important to note that this 
book is not a summary or a condensed version of his magnum opus. For 
a start, it is organised thematically within a chronological frame. He also 
added much new material, incorporating more recent progress in the field 
since the time of writing The Ismāʿīlīs more than a decade earlier. This 
also attested to the accelerated speed of progress in Ismaili studies.
 There followed an interlude whilst he edited two more multi-authored 
volumes: Intellectual Traditions in Islam (2000; see Daftary Bibliography, 
no. 10), based on the proceedings of a conference organised by the 
Institute in 1994 at Churchill College, Cambridge, covering an overview 
of intellectual life in Islam as expressed through different traditions, and 
a Festschrift in honour of Wilferd Madelung, Culture and Memory in 
Mediaeval Islam (2003, see Daftary Bibliography, no. 11), which Daftary 
co-edited with Joseph W. Meri, a former student of Madelung’s who was 
at the time a research associate at the Institute. Subsequently, Daftary was 
instrumental in launching the Institute’s Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ (‘Epistles 
of the Brethren of Purity’) series, which will result in the critical edition of 
the Arabic text and annotated English translation of this work in seventeen 
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volumes by more than twenty scholars. Daftary serves on the Advisory 
Board of this series of publications, with Nader El-Bizri as its general 
editor. In terms of promoting scholarship in Ismaili studies, quite aside 
from organising an extensive programme of publications for the Institute 
and inviting various scholars to participate in these efforts,22 Daftary also 
arranged for subventions to publishers which made other Ismaili publica-
tions possible. In this category, two cases merit particular attention here: 
the second volume of H. Halm’s trilogy of books on Fatimid history,23 and 
the Ismaili section of the Jāmiʿ al-tawārīkh of Rashīd al-Dīn Faḍl Allāh 
(d. 1318),24 a chief primary source on the Nizārī Ismaili state of Persia in 
mediaeval times. The latter book was dedicated to Farhad Daftary.

Bibliographies

For Madelung’s Festschrift, Farhad Daftary had invested much effort in 
compiling a bibliography of the works published by this polymath and 
highly prolific German scholar, which he arranged chronologically. Indeed 
it had been through bibliographical studies that Daftary had entered the 
field of Ismaili studies, by using an index card system in Berkeley. For 
more than four decades, he had been collecting bibliographical informa-
tion. This passion for bibliographies finally culminated in his publication 
of Ismaili Literature (2004; see Daftary Bibliography, no. 4), which has the 
subtitle ‘A bibliography of sources and studies’. Previously, there had been 
two important bibliographical works in Ismaili studies.25 Whereas those 
works had been devoted exclusively to manuscript sources, Daftary was 
now presenting a bibliography of all the published works, primary sources 
as well as secondary studies, on Ismaili-related subjects, an area which 
had not been covered by the other two bibliographies. Given the rapid 
progress in the field, Daftary is currently compiling notes for a second 
edition of his Ismaili Literature.
 Daftary had been equally active in publishing journal articles and 
contributing chapters to collected volumes. In 2005, he selected ten of 
the most significant articles he had published by that time, and collected 
them in a volume entitled Ismailis in Medieval Muslim Societies, in which 
some of the studies appeared in expanded forms with additional notes 
while others were slightly abridged. 



Introduction: A Biographical Sketch 25

Works of reference

Farhad Daftary was aware that the bulk of the academic publications on 
Ismaili studies might be read only by specialists, and that most scholars 
in the wider field of Islamic studies, as well as researchers and students in 
general, remained largely unaware of the complexities of Ismaili history 
and thought. Consequently, he decided to embark on a project of writ-
ing both English and Persian entries for encyclopaedias and other refer-
ence works, and these currently number more than 130 (See Daftary 
Bibliography, nos. 76–211). He started with the Encyclopaedia Iranica 
(EIr), the then major new work of reference in Islamic and Iranian studies. 
In the early 1990s, after the publication of The Ismāʿīlīs, he was invited to 
be the consulting editor for that encyclopaedia’s Ismaili articles, identify-
ing the entries and their prospective authors. In that role, he himself has 
contributed many articles to EIr. His major contributions to the EIr are 
‘Carmatians’, a ten-page article published in 1990, and the seventeen-page 
entry on ‘Ismaʿilism: iii. Ismaʿili History’, published in 2007. Meanwhile, 
Professor Bosworth, then one of the main editors of the second edition of 
The Encyclopaedia of Islam (EI2), which was in its final volumes, got him 
involved in writing many of their remaining Ismaili articles, starting with 
‘Nūr al-Dīn Muḥammad’, published in 1993. Several of his later articles 
appeared in the Supplement to EI2.
 By the early 1990s, vast Islamic encyclopaedias had started to 
be produced also in Persian in Iran. Thus, we now have the Dāʾirat 
al-Maʿārif-i Buzurg-i Islāmī (the ‘Great Islamic Encyclopaedia’ or GIE) 
and the Dānishnāma-yi Jahān-i Islām (‘Encyclopaedia of the World of 
Islam’ or EWI). The entries in the latter were initially translations of 
those published in EI2 or other works of reference. Daftary became an 
academic consultant for the Dānishnāma, contributing many of their new 
Ismaili entries, and has worked closely also with the GIE. He has written 
the detailed twenty-two-page article ‘Ismāʿīliyya’ for the GIE, published in 
1998.
 He and Madelung are also the Editors-in-Chief of the Encyclopaedia 
Islamica, an abridged English version of the ongoing GIE. This transla-
tion project had been initiated by John Cooper (1947–1998) in the early 
1990s with his translations of some forty articles. Years later, Daftary was 
contacted by Kazem M. Bojnurdi, Director of the Centre for the Great 
Islamic Encyclopaedia, in order to involve the Institute in this project: they 
had a meeting in Tehran and agreed to collaborate, calling the prospective 
publication Encyclopaedia Islamica at Daftary’s suggestion. What made 
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this vast work of reference appealing was the fact that, in addition to 
covering Islam in all regions, it concentrated on two categories of entries 
not found widely anywhere else: on Shiʿi personalities, ideas and concepts, 
and on the history and culture of the greater Persianate world. Since this 
fell within the Institute’s mandate, the project was thereafter taken on 
board and the translated volumes are being published in association with 
E. J. Brill of Leiden. Daftary himself edits all the Ismaili-related articles 
and monitors the work of the team of editors and translators involved in 
this project with Reza Shah-Kazemi acting as its managing editor. 
 Over the years, Daftary has also been closely involved in the work 
of the Institute’s library. For example, he played a key role in facilitating 
the library’s acquisition of the Zāhid ʿAlī Collection of some 221 Arabic 
Ismaili manuscripts in 1997, also arranging for Delia Cortese (another 
contributor to this volume) to compile a descriptive catalogue of that 
collection.26 Zāhid ʿAlī (1888–1958), one of the pioneers in modern Ismaili 
studies, belonged to another learned family of Dāʾūdī Ṭayyibī Ismailis 
with an important collection of manuscripts.

Directorship

Professor Azim Nanji (now at Stanford University and the author of the 
Foreword to this volume) was the Director of The Institute of Ismaili 
Studies for a decade (1998–2008). In the last two years of that period 
(2007–2008), Daftary served as Associate Director of the Institute. After 
Nanji’s departure he served a stint as Acting Director, before being 
appointed in September 2009 as the Institute’s Co-Director, together with 
Professor Karim H. Karim. At the same time, he has continued to head 
the Department of Academic Research and Publications. Asked about 
his association with the Institute, Daftary repeatedly asserts that he has 
learnt a great deal through his experience of working there for more than 
two decades. The Institute has in many ways shaped his intellectual expe-
rience and sharpened his scholarship. For example, while originally he 
would use the term ‘sect’ to refer to the Ismailis and other Shiʿis, in the 
second edition of The Ismāʿīlīs he uses ‘community’ and ‘communities of 
interpretation’ (in the plural), since he is now reluctant to use the former 
term to refer to a community that still exists on the contemporary scene 
(as opposed to those short-lived sects of mediaeval times).
 In 2008, on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of His Highness Prince 
Karim al-Husayni, Aga Khan IV, celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 
his accession to the imamate of the Nizārī Ismailis, Farhad Daftary’s 
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Department of Academic Research published, among other works, five 
books to specifically commemorate the event.27 One of these was a book 
he himself co-authored with Zulfikar Hirji, The Ismailis: An Illustrated 
History (Daftary Bibliography, no. 7), a work, the first of its kind, addressed 
to a general audience, containing hundreds of images (several of them 
from Daftary’s private collection) documenting the eventful history of the 
Ismailis in a lucid and accessible manner.
 More recently, Daftary has edited A Modern History of the Ismailis, a 
publication designed to fill, at least partially, the gap in our knowledge of 
the recent history of the Ismaili communities, including the Ṭayyibīs, in 
different geographical locations (Syria, India and Pakistan, East Africa, 
Tajikistan and the rest of Central Asia, with the least explored region of 
all, China). Farhad Daftary’s work is still ongoing. He belongs to a genera-
tion of prolific scholars, well reflected in his recent contributions to the 
festschriften of many of his friends and colleagues, including C. Edmund 
Bosworth, Hermann Landolt, Urbain Vermeulen, Biancamaria Scarcia 
Amoretti, Etan Kohlberg, Carole Hillenbrand, Paul E. Walker, Heinz 
Halm and Charles Melville (the last two forthcoming). 
 As the recent author of the long chapter on ‘Varieties of Islam’ in The 
New Cambridge History of Islam (Daftary Bibliography, no. 74), covering 
mainly the various Shiʿi communities, he is now working on an expanded 
version of that study. This will be published in monographic form as A 
Short History of Shi‘i Islam. Daftary’s broader interests in Shiʿi studies is 
aligned with the Institute’s expansion of its remit into covering all commu-
nities and schools of thought within Shi‘i Islam. Daftary’s current work 
includes three other research projects, to which he has regularly devoted 
his attention for years: a Historical Dictionary of the Ismailis; a book on 
Ḥasan-i Ṣabbāḥ and his Times; and, as mentioned earlier, an edition of W. 
Ivanow’s memoirs (Fifty Years in the East: An Autobiographical Sketch). 
Daftary has been a member of various academic and professional associa-
tions and societies, including The British Institute of Persian Studies, on 
whose Governing Council he served for two terms (2002–2007).

New horizons in Ismaili studies

Over the past forty years, Farhad Daftary’s impressive publication record 
has contributed to our knowledge of the events related to Ismaili history 
and the intricacies of the intellectual traditions elaborated by the Ismaili 
Shiʿis. His greatest contribution is to have produced a straightforward 
narrative account of them in a framework constructed in accordance with 
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the view of Ismaili history outlined earlier. As we have seen, Daftary’s 
work continues as strong as ever. Yet, it may be in order here to identify 
what areas in Ismaili studies are still unexplored. The following observa-
tions are not intended as a critique of Farhad Daftary’s approach to Ismaili 
history, but rather to present some possible avenues of research that future 
generations of scholars may wish to consider when embarking on this field.

i. Contextual, comparative and thematic approaches

The religious significance of Ismaili thought within Islam can be assessed 
in the context of the history of religions. A comparative approach with 
other groups in Islam (other Shiʿi groups, Sufis, theological and philosoph-
ical schools) seems imperative if we are to understand the significance of 
Ismaili ideas. Similarly, those ideas can be studied in the light of similar 
literature produced in other religious traditions, especially those groups 
that propounded an esoteric understanding of scriptures and that formed 
around a charismatic authority. Similarly, the enterprise pursued by the 
various Ismaili authors can be studied in close connection with their 
contemporary intellectual history. Thus, one might analyse, for exam-
ple, al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān’s (d. 363/974) role in the history of Ismaili Shiʿism 
vis-à-vis the contributions of other similar figures such as al-Kulaynī 
(d. 329/941) for Ithnāʿasharī Shiʿism and al-Ṭabarī (d. 310/923) for Sunni 
Islam; or Fatimid-sponsored theories of the imāma vis-à-vis contempora-
neous imāma theories sponsored by the Umayyads of al-Andalus and the 
ʿAbbasids of Baghdad; or the gināns in the wider context of Indo-Muslim 
literature; or the doctrine of taʿlīm in the light of similar Sufi theories of 
knowledge and leadership; or the theory and practice of Ismaili taʾwīl 
together with the taʾwīl practised by the Muʿtazilīs, the Sufis and others; 
or the provocative question, ‘What has Alamūt got to do with Cairo?’ (the 
question is reminiscent of the statement by Tertullian about Athens and 
Jerusalem). These are just some examples of the research possibilities at 
our disposal.
 In contrast with a view of history as a concatenation of events, rulers, 
imams and authors, another fruitful approach might be the thematic 
approach. Possible themes to be explored can then encapsulate research 
questions such as, ‘Is there such a thing as an Ismaili approach to the 
Qurʾan?’; ‘Do Ismaili and Ithnāʿasharī forms of Shiʿism differ in essence?’; 
‘Is it right to assume (as Marshall Hodgson did)28 that Ismailism is to 
Shiʿism what Sufism is to Sunnism?’
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ii. Problematising methods and theories

It is vital to build on Farhad Daftary’s historiographical achievements, 
but it is equally important for future scholars to put them to the test. New 
methodological tools developed in the fields of historiography, anthropol-
ogy, religious studies and discourse analysis can be used to deconstruct 
the ways in which the Ismailis have constructed their own history, litera-
ture, self-image and religious identity. Similarly, while the emphasis on 
history, and the history of the Ismaili imams in particular, is undoubtedly 
indispensable, more attention might be given to the communities – their 
diverse customs and practices, both historically and in the present times. 
It is possible that questions such as these will be followed by other, perhaps 
contrasting, views or even re-readings of Ismaili (and wider Islamic) 
history.

iii. New technologies

Finally, mention must be made of the chances that new technologies offer 
for the history of ideas. In the first place, texts could be made available 
through electronic media to researchers in every country to facilitate the 
exchange of scholarship. Manuscripts can be digitalised and texts can be 
made available so that they can be explored by key-words (and Arabic 
roots) through search engines. What only three decades ago was almost 
unthinkable is now possible: glossaries and lexicons of technical terms 
in Ismaili works might be created so that they are better studied together 
with other texts from other, better known, traditions. An online database 
of Qurʾanic citations in Ismaili sources is a necessary step towards an 
in-depth research into their exegesis and hermeneutical approach.

The contributors would like to join the editor of this volume
in offering their collective work to Dr Farhad Daftary

with esteem and affection.29
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ʿAbd Allāh Anṣārī see Anṣārī al-

Ḥarawī, Khwāja ʿAbd Allāh 
ʿAbd Allāh b. ʿAbbās see Ibn ʿAbbās, 

ʿAbd Allāh
ʿAbd Allāh b. Muʿāwiya 184 n.23
ʿAbd Allāh b. Muḥammad 314
ʿAbd Allāh b. al-Muʿizz (d. 364/975) 

267–268
ʿAbd Allāh al-Mahdī (Fatimid imam-

caliph) see al-Mahdī bi’llāh 
ʿAbd al-Jabbār b. Aḥmad al-

Hamadhānī, al-Qāḍī 237, 251 n.12
ʿAbd al-Qādir b. Mullākhān (d. 

1142/1730) 138 n.16

ʿAbd al-Raḥī 435
ʿAbd al-Raḥīm b. Ilyās 272 n.35
ʿAbd al-Raḥmān b. Qāsim 80
ʿAbdān, Abū Muḥammad (d. 286/899) 

334 n.20
 fihrist (catalogue of works) 103–104, 

107
 Kitāb al-Ibtidāʾ 316, 337 n.57
 Kitāb al-Rusūm wa’l-izdiwāj wa’l-

tartīb 103–109, 111–137, 139–165
 Risālat al-Shamʿa al-musammāt bi-

Mafātiḥ al-niʿma 104
Abū ʿAbd Allāh al-Baṣrī (d. 369/979–

980) 63
Abū ʿAbd Allāh al-Shīʿī (d. 298/911) 

261, 276, 287
Abū ʿAlī Aḥmad (382/993) 267
Abū ʿAlī Aḥmad Kutayfāt 276
Abū ʿAlī Muḥammad b. Yaḥyā 237
Abū ʿAmr b. al-ʿAlā (d. 154/770) 60
Abū Bakr (caliph) 191, 287
 and Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq 78–81, 82–86, 

88–89, 91, 93
Abū Firās al-Maynaqī, Shihāb al-Dīn 

b. al-Qāḍī 334 n.20
Abū Ḥanīfa al-Nuʿmān b. Thābit (d. 

150/767) 62–63, 78, 91–92, 95, 278
Abū Hāshim 179–182

Note: Articles such as ‘al-’, ‘an’, ‘de’, or ‘the’ are ignored in the alphabetical 
ordering of the entries.
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Abū Ḥātim al-Rāzī, see al-Rāzī, Abū 
Ḥātim

Abū ʿĪsā al-Murshid, Risāla 310, 321
Abū Isḥāq Quhistānī (Nizārī author) 

67
Abū Jaʿfar Muḥammad b. al-Ḥasan 

al-Ṭūsī see al-Ṭūsī, Abū Jaʿfar 
Muḥammad b. Ḥasan

Abū Khālid, Yazīd b. Muʿāwiya 285
Abū Maʿshar al-Balkhī, see al-Balkhī, 

Abū Maʿshar
Abū Muḥammad Sanbar 238, 241
Abū Muḥammad al-Yamanī 104
Abū Muslim (ʿAbbasid dāʿī; d. 

137/755) 170–171, 172, 178, 179–
182

 polemic against 477, 480–482, 484
Abū Nuʿaym al-Iṣfahānī, see al-

Iṣfahānī, Abū Nuʿaym
Abū Saʿīd Abu’l-Khayr 67
Abū Saʿīd al-Jannābī see al-Jannābī, 

Abū Saʿīd
Abū Sulaymān Muḥammad b. 

Maʿshar al-Bustī al-Maqdisī, see al-
Maqdisī

Abū Sulaymān Rabīʿ b. Yaḥyā 208 n.55
Abū Ṭāhir 252–253 n.28
Abū Tammām 167–168, 314, 330
 and divine incarnations 168–171
 first-hand observations 173–177
 and laws and customs 171–172
 and Mahdism 177–179
 and Mubayyiḍa 167, 168–169
Abū ʿUbayda Maʿmar b. al-Muthannā 

al-Taymī (d. 208/823–824) 60
Abū Yaʿqūb Isḥāq b. Sulaymān al-

Isrāʾīlī, see Isaac Israeli
Abū Yaʿqūb al-Sijistānī see al-Sijistānī, 

Abū Yaʿqūb
Abū Yaʿqūb Yūsuf b. Hibat Allāh b. 

Maḥmūd al-Dimashqī 86–87
Abū Yaʿqūb Yūsuf (Qarmaṭī leader) 

242
Abū Yazīd Makhlad b. Kaydād 

(Khārijī rebel; d. 336/947) 263, 
265–266, 279

Abū Yazīd-i Basṭāmī 372, 414
Abū Zahra, Muḥammad 92–94
Abu’l-Ghāzī Bahādur Khān 446
Abu’l-Ḥasan Aḥmad b. Muḥammad b. 

Azma 87
Abu’l-Ḥasan ʿAlī, Sayyid (d. 1792) 9
Abu’l-Ḥasan Saʿd b. ʿAlī b. Bindār 86
Abu’l-Hayjāʾ (Hamdanid amir) 232, 

233
Abu’l-Haytham al-Jurjānī 362 n.2
Abu’l-Hudhayl (d. 226/841) 192
Abu’l-Ḥusayn b. ʿAlī al-Ṭanāfasī 87
Abu’l-Khaṭṭāb (d. 138/755) 16, 259–

260 n.104
Abu’l-Maʿālī b. ʿImrān (d. ca. 

497/1104) 180
 Risālat al-Uṣūl wa’l-aḥkām 314, 332 

n.2, 335 n.28
Abu’l-Muḍar 179
Abu’l-Munajjā (governor of 

Damascus) 244
Abu’l-Muẓaffar Aḥmad al-Khawāfī 

403
Abu’l-Muẓaffar al-Isfarāʾīnī (d. 

471/1078–1079) 65
Abu’l-Naṣr b. ʿUbayd Allāh b. ʿAlī al-

Faḍl b. al-Ḥusayn al-Yazdī 86
Abu’l-Qāsim al-Anṣarī al-Bukhārī 

86–87
ʿAḍud al-Dawla, Abū Shujāʿ (Buyid; r. 

367–372/978–983) 242–243
adab 281
Ādharnūsh, Ādhartāsh 13
Afshar, Iraj 453–457
Aga Khan I, Ḥasan ʿAlī Shāh (d. 1881) 

2–3, 13, 432
Aga Khan III, Sultan Muhammad 

Shah (d. 1957) 7, 11
Aga Khan IV, H. H. Prince Karim 16, 

26
Āghā Khān (see Aga Khan) 2, 3
Aghlabid dynasty 196, 262
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ahl al-bayt 436
 and Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq 79–80, 85, 89–90, 

93, 95
 and al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān 278
 and Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 191
Aḥmad b. Ḥanbal (d. 241/855) 81, 91, 

95, 284
Aḥmad b. al-Ḥasan al-Kalbī 268
al-Aḥsāʾ (Baḥrayn), and Qarāmiṭa 230, 

235, 236, 238, 248
ʿĀʾisha (wife of the Prophet 

Muḥammad) 84–85
Akhbārī Shiʿis, and Uṣūlīs 491–514
Akhū Muḥsin 103–104, 246
ʿAlāʾ al-Dīn Muḥammad (Nizārī 

Ismaili Imam, d. 653/1255) 433, 439
ʿAlam al-Hudā ʿAlī b. Ḥusayn al-

Mūsawī (d. 436/1044) 510
Alamūt (fortress and seat of Nizārī 

state)
 Daftary’s visit to 13
 Mongol conquest 107, 434
 and al-Ṭūsī 107
Albert of Aachen 461, 463, 464, 465, 

467–468
Alftakīn (Alptegīn) 247–248
Algar, Hamid 5, 77–96
ʿAlī, Zāhid 26, 190, 279
ʿAlī b. Abī Ṭālib (first Shiʿi imam) 389
 in Abdān 112, 116, 121, 126, 131, 

133
 in Ibn Qutayba 285
 and imamate 179, 180–182
 and Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq 79–81, 83–86, 

88–89
 in al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān 289, 290
 in Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 191
ʿAlī b. al-Faḍl 276
ʿAlī b. ʿĪsā (vizier) 230–231, 233
ʿAlī b. Muḥammad al-Ṣulayḥī, see al-

Ṣulayḥī, ʿAlī b. Muḥammad
ʿAlī b. Ṣāliḥ 87
ʿAlī Qulī Khān Mukhbir al-Dawla (d. 

1897) 3

ʿAlī al-Riḍa (Twelver imam) 277
Alidina, Sherali 8
ʿAlītegin (d. 425/1034) 446
Altūntāsh (Khwārazm-shāh; r. 408–

432/1017–1041) 448
ʿAmīd ʿAlī 433
al-ʿĀmilī, Muḥammad b. ʿAlī al-

Mūsawī (d. 1009/1600) 506, 517 
nn.34, 38 

al-ʿĀmilī, ‘al-Shahīd al-Thānī’, Zayn 
al-Dīn b. ʿAlī (d. 966/1559) 517 n.34

al-ʿĀmilī, ‘al-Shahīd al-Awwal’, Shams 
al-Dīn Muḥammad b. Makkī 517 
n.34

Amin, Samir 473–474
amīr al-umarāʾ 238–239
al-Āmir (Fatimid imam-caliph; d. 

524/1130) 397, 399 n.3
Amir-Moezzi, Mohammad Ali 21, 

59–67
ʿAmmār al-Ḥājj, Ṣāliḥ 315
Amoretti, Biancamaria Scarcia 27
amr (divine command) 108, 215–218, 

222, 375
ʿAmr b. Muḥammad 175
ʿAmr b. Saʿd b. Abī Wāqqāṣ 284–285
Anas b. Mālik (d. 93/711) 78
al-Andalus, and Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-

Ṣafāʾ 189
Anderson, Benedict 486 n.7
angels 320–322
Annales school 473
Anṣār (supporters) 116, 126–127
Anṣārī al-Ḥarawī, Khwāja ʿAbd Allāh 

(d. 481/1089) 59, 62, 66
anthropomorphism 167, 284, 286
Anūshtegin Gharchaʾī (d. 1097) 446
ʿaql see Intellect
Arabic language, and Persian 59–63, 

349, 354
Arabness
 and divine election 60
 and Persian 63–64
al-Ardabīlī, al-Muqaddas Aḥmad b. 
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Muḥammad (d. 993/1585) 481, 482, 
483

Aristotle/Aristotelianism
 and Ibn Sīnā 105–108, 349
 influence 105–108, 192, 328, 385 

n.55
 and poetry 345
 and rationalism 105, 404
Arkoun, Mohammed 11, 21
Arnaldez, Roger 366 n.37
Arwā (Sulayhid queen; d. 532/1138) 

397
Asadi, M. H. 9
Asani, Ali 21, 22
al-Aṣfar (Banu’l-Muntafiq chief) 243
al-Ashʿarī, Abu’l-Ḥasan (d. 324/935–

936) 168, 191, 193, 301 n.104
 and Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 193–194
Ashʿarī school
 and Creation 214–215
 and kalām theology 106, 403–404
 and origination of the Qurʾan 193
 and use of Persian 64, 65
al-Aṣmaʿī, Abū Saʿīd ʿAbd al-Malik b. 

Qurayb (d. 213/828) 284
assassin legends 19–20
Āsṭān-i Quds Qurʾan 65
al-Astarābādī, Muḥammad Amīn (d. 

1036/1626–1627) 494–495, 496, 501, 
512

 al-Fawāʾid al-madaniyya 492, 505, 
509

al-Aswārī, Mūsā b. Sayyār (d. 
155/771–772) 64

ʿAtīq b. Muḥammad b. Khusraw 
Hirawī 455 n.3

atomism 194
ʿAṭṭār, Farīd al-Dīn 356
Avicenna see Ibn Sīnā
ʿAwfī, Sadīd al-Dīn Muḥammad, 

Lubab al-albāb 347
Awḥad al-Dīn al-Rāzī (7th/13th 

century) 347
Awwa, Adel 189

ʿAyn al-Quḍāt al-Hamadānī (d. 1131) 
369

 Letters 372–375
 Shakwā al-gharīb 373
 Zubdat al-ḥaqāʾiq (Tamhīdāt) 372
ʿAyn al-Tamr, and Qarmaṭī raids 232
ʿAzīz al-Dīn al-Iṣbahānī, Abū Naṣr (d. 

525/1131) 373
al-ʿAzīz (Fatimid imam-caliph; r. 

365–386/975–996) 247–248
Azodi, Azizeh (1922–2008) 22

Bādāmyārī, Sayyid Muḥammad 91
al-Bāqillānī, Abū Bakr Muḥammad b. 

al-Ṭayyib (d. 403/1013) 64
Bābak 181
Badakhchani, S. Jalal 17, 408, 431–439
Badakhshānī, Sayyid Suhrāb Walī (d. 

after 856/1452) 67
Badakhshān, and Nāṣir-i Khusraw 373
Badr al-Jamālī (Fatimid vizier) 276, 

402 n.34
Baffioni, Carmela 207 n.34, 213–223
Baghdad
 and Buyid amirs 238–239, 241, 245, 

276
 Fatimid capture (449/1058) 394
 Niẓāmiyya college 403
 Ottoman capture (1048/1638) 478
 and Qarmaṭī raids 227, 232–234
al-Baghdādī, Abū Manṣūr ʿAbd al-

Qāhir b. Ṭāhir (d. 429/1037) 167–
168, 170, 177, 181–182

Bahāʾ al-Dīn Naqshband (d. 791/1389) 
89

al-Baḥrānī, ʿAlī b. al-Ḥasan (d. 
1340/1920–1921) 516 n.26

al-Baḥrānī, Yūsuf b. Aḥmad (Twelver 
scholar; d. 1186/1772)

 al-Durar al-Najafiyya 495–501, 
503–514

 al-Ḥadāʾiq al-nāḍira 492, 495–497, 
501–502

 al-Masāʾil al-Shīrāziyya (The 
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Questions of Shīrāz) 494, 495, 501, 
503

Baḥrayn
 and external relations of Qarāmiṭa 

227–249
 and trade 228, 229, 231, 232–233, 

236
Bakhtiyār ʿIzz al-Dawla (r. 356–366 or 

367/967–977 or 978) 239, 242
al-Balkhī, Abū Maʿshar Jaʿfar b. 

Muḥammad (d. 272/885) 195, 196
al-Balkhī, Abū Zayd (d. 322/934) 183 

n.5
al-Balkhī, Abu’l-Qāsim (d. 319/931), 

Maqālāt 167–168, 169, 174, 194
al-Balkhī, Ṣafī al-Dīn, Faḍāʾil Balkh 61
Bāmyān (Afghanistan), 7th/13th-

century book list 453–457
al-Bāmyānī, ʿAbd al-Ḥamīd Zakī b. 

Muḥammad b. ʿAlī 453, 457
Banū Abi’l-Ḥusayn al-Kalbī 265
Barbaro, G. 9
al-Barīdī, Abū ʿAbd Allāh 240
al-Barīdī, Abu’l-Qāsim 239–240
Barzgar, Mr (Ākhūnd Mullā Murtaḍā) 

431
Baski, Imre 444
Baṣra (ʿIraq)
 and Buyid amirs 239–241
 and Qarāmiṭa of Baḥrayn 229, 232–

233, 237, 240–241
Baṭalyawsī, Abū Muḥammad b. al-Sīd 

(d. 521/1127) 283–284
Bausani, Alessandro 190
Bayat, Asef 475
Bāyazīd, see Abū Yazīd-i Bāsṭāmī
al-Bayḍāwī, al-Qāḍī ʿAbd Allāh b. 

ʿUmar 381 n.11
al-Bayhaqī, Abū Bakr Aḥmad (d. 

458/1066) 286
Bayhaqī, Abu’l-Faḍl, Tārīkh-i Masʿūdī, 

Turkish names in 443–450
al-Bayhaqī, Ẓahīr al-Dīn, Tatimmat 

Ṣiwān al-ḥikma 349–350

Bāytūz (Turkish name) 445
de Beaurecueil, Fr. Serge (1917–2005) 

59
bedouins, and Qarāmiṭa 228–229, 

232–235, 242, 245, 248–249
Begtūzūn (r. 388–389/998–999) 445
Berbers, and Khārijī rebels 263
Bertel’s, Andrey E. 382 n.24
Bilawhar wa Budhāsaf 197
al-Bīrūnī, Abū Rayḥān (scholar) 67, 

172–173, 176, 180, 364 n.17
Blake, William 419, 423
de Blois, François 234–235, 370
body, Absolute 218–220
de Boer, Tjitze J. 189, 195–196
Bohras, see Ṭayyibī Ismailis
Bojnurdi, Kazem M. 25
Bongers, J., ed., Gesta Dei per Francos 

9
Bosworth, Clifford Edmund 21, 25, 27, 

443–450
Braudel, Fernand 473
Brenner, Robert 486 n.6
British Institute of Persian Studies 27
Browne, Edward G. (1862–1926) 6, 

371
de Bruijn, Johannes T. P. 363 n.10
Bukhārā, and the Mubayyiḍa 174–177
Bulukkīn b. Zirī, Yūsuf (373/984) 268
Burid dynasty 464, 468–469 n.7
Buyid dynasty 238–242, 245, 276
Byzantium, the Mahdī expected by 

Mubayyiḍa from 179, 182

Cairo
 as refuge for Imāmīs 276
 and Fatimid court 316, 355
Canard, Marius (1888–1982) 6, 232
Casanova, Paul (1861–1926) 190
causation
 and Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 194–195, 213, 

215, 217–220
 and Lawkarī 353, 354
Chalcraft, John 475
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Chardin, Jean 9
cherubim, in Ismaili cosmology 321–

323, 326, 329, 331
Clauson, Sir Gerard 444, 449–450
Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus 

(Byzantine emperor; r. 945–959) 264
Contarini, A. 9
Cooper, John (1947–1998) 21, 25
Corbin, Henry (1903–1978) 6, 16, 17, 

419
Cortese, Delia 26, 279, 335 n.27, 

387–398
cosmology
 and Kirmānī 330–332
 and al-Risāla al-Mudhhiba 319–326, 

330
creation
 ex nihilo 193, 217–218
 and Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 213–221
 and Neoplatonism 319–326
Crone, Patricia 21, 167–182
Cronin, Stephanie 475–476
Crusaders
 and assassin legends 19
 and Turks 459–464, 467–468

Daftarī, Maḥmūd Khān, ʿAyn al-
Mamālik (grandfather of Daftary; d. 
1939) 2

Daftary, Farhad
 bibliographies compiled by 24–25
 bibliography of 33–57
 biography 1–24
 contribution to Ismaili scholarship 

xi–xiii, 1, 5–9, 12–16
 early life and education 3–5
 family background 2–3
 as historian 18–24
 and The Institute of Ismaili Studies 

xii–xiii, 17–20, 26–27
 library 8–9
 and al-Qāḍī al-Nuʿmān 309, 318, 

491–492
 and promotion of scholarship 20–24

 WORKS:
  The Assassin Legends: Myths of the 

Ismaʿilis 19–20, 22
  Culture and Memory in Mediaeval 

Islam (ed.) 23
  Ḥasan-i Ṣabbāḥ and his Times 27
  Historical Dictionary of the 

Ismailis 27
  Intellectual Traditions in Islam 24
  Ismaili Literature: A Bibliography 

of Sources and Studies xii, 7–8, 
24–25

  Ismailis in Medieval Muslim 
Societies 24

  The Ismāʿīlīs: Their History and 
Doctrines xii, 10–16, 17, 19, 22, 26, 
369, 413, 436, 491

  The Ismailis: An Illustrated 
History (with Z. Hirji) 26

  Mediaeval Ismaʿili History and 
Thought (ed.) 20, 22

  A Modern History of the Ismailis 
(ed.) 27

  reference works 25–26
  A Short History of the Ismailis xii, 

23
  A Short History of Shiʿi Islam 27
Daftary, Fereshteh (sister of Daftary) 1
Daftary, Fereshteh (wife of Daftary) 1, 

10, 14
Daftary, Farideh (née Agha Khani; 

mother of Daftary; 1914–2010) 2
Daftary, Mohammad (father of 

Daftary; 1904–1983) 2
Dahiyat, Ismail M. 346
Dahriyya 194–195
dāʿī muṭlaq 392, 396–398, 399 n.8
Dāʾirat al-Maʿārif-i Buzurg-i Islāmī 

(‘Great Islamic Encyclopaedia’; GIE) 
25–26

Dāmād al-Astarābādī, Mīr 348
Damascus, Qarmaṭī control 245–246
Dānishnāma-yi Jahān-i Islām 

(‘Encyclopaedia of the World of 
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Islam’; EWI) 25
Dār al-Taqrīb bayn al-Madhāhib al-

Islāmiyya 92–94
Dārābī-yi Shīrāzī, ʿAbbās Sharīf (d. 

1050/1640) 348, 364 n.22, 385 n.56
al-Dāraquṭnī, Abu’l-Ḥasan ʿAlī b. 

ʿUmar (d. 385/995) 286
Darwīsh Riḍā 477
Dashtī, ʿAlī 356–357
Dāʾūd al-Ṭāʾī (d. 160/775) 78
daʿwa, Ismaili, 387–398
Dawlatshāh-i Samarqandī, Amīr (wr. 

892/1487) 371, 375
Defrémery, Charles F. (1822–1883) 8
dependency/underdevelopment 

theory 473–474
designation (witnessed), see imamate
al-Dhahabī, Shams al-Dīn 

Muḥammad (d. 748/1347) 64, 78
Dhuʾayb b. Mūsā al-Wādiʿī al-

Hamdānī (d. 546/1151) 397
Diamond, Peter A. 5
Dieterici, Friedrich 189
Dihkhudā 181–182
Dihlawī, Shāh ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz (d. 

1239/1824) 91–92, 95
Dīrār b. ʿAmr (d. ca. 200/815) 193–194
divine decree, see al-qaḍāʾ wa’l-qadar
divine election, and Arabness 60
Diwald, Suzanne 190
Doerfer, Gerhard 444
dream narratives 387–398
dualism, light-dark 178; see also 

pairedness
Duqāq (Saljūq prince) 459

East India Company, English 478;  
Dutch 478–479

Egypt
 Fatimid rule 243, 244, 246, 261, 265, 

267–269, 281
 Qarmaṭī raids 246, 247
El-Bizri, Nader 23
emanation (fayḍ)

 and Ibn Sīnā 106–108
 and Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 192, 194, 198, 

213–219
 and Neoplatonism 192, 213–215, 

217, 310, 323–326
Encyclopaedia Iranica (EIr) 25
The Encyclopaedia of Islam (EI2) 25
Encyclopaedia Islamica 25–26
encyclopaedias, and Ismailism 224 

n.19
Epistles of the Brethren of Purity see 

Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ
Esin, Emel 465
Esmail, Aziz 18, 21
Van Ess, Joseph 183 n.3, 384 n.36
ethics
 and Lawkarī 354
 and Nāṣir-i Khusraw 359–360

Fahd, Toufic 387–388
Fākūrī, Maḥmūd 295 n.37
al-Fārābī, Abū Naṣr Muḥammad b. 

Tarkhān (d. 339/950)
 and emanation 192, 198, 323
 and Intellect 331
 Kitāb Ārāʾ ahl al-madīna al-fāḍila 

198–199, 320
 Kitāb al-Siyāsa al-madaniyya 198–

199
 and poetics 345
 and Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 105, 108, 

191, 192, 195–196, 198–201
Farmer, Henry G. 195–196
Fatḥ ʿAlī Shāh Qājār (r. 1787–1834) 3
Fāṭima (daughter of Abū Muslim) 178, 

180, 181
Fāṭima (daughter of the Prophet 

Muḥammad) 84–85, 180
Fatimid dynasty
 decline 394
 in Egypt 243, 244, 246, 261, 265, 

267–269, 281
 and Imāmīs 277
 and Ismaili Shiʿi Islam 16, 28, 278, 
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292, 309–310, 318–319, 355
 and Kalbids 265–266, 269
 in Maghrib 261–267, 281, 287, 310
 and Qarāmiṭa 227, 243, 244–249
 and Rasāʾil Ikhwān al-Ṣafāʾ 190, 192, 

201
 in Sicily 264–266
 in Syria 245–248
 and Sulayhids of Yemen 387–398
Fayḍ Kāshānī (d. 1091/1680) 480, 485
Fidāʾī Khurāsānī, Muḥammad b. Zayn 

al-ʿĀbidīn 14
Findiriskī, Abu’l-Qāsim b. Mīrzā 

Burzurg Mīr (d. 1050/1640) 348, 364 
n.22, 369, 385 n.56

Firdawsī 67, 346
 Shāhnāma/ Book of Kings 62, 346, 

355–356
First Intellect 105–106
Flügel, Gustav 189
Follower, see al-Tālī
food laws 171–172
form, and matter 325, 348
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